PREFACE

The object of this book is to show what Great Britain
and the British Empire owe to the Chamberlain family,
and also to draw attention to those qualities which the
father and two sons possessed in common. Limits of
space have prevented anything more than a brief
biographical sketch of the three men, but in each case
this has-been written with a view to bringing out their
more salient characteristics. When possible, too, they
have been allowed to speak for themselves. I have
had to content myself with depicting the bare
minimum of background necessary to explain the
action.

Save in rare instances no use has been made of any
except published materials, but for the convenience
of those who wish to study the subject further it may
be of value if these sources are indicated. For the
career of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain I have in the main
relied upon Mr. Garvin's great Life, supplemented by
the two volumes of the statesman's speeches edited by
Mr. Boyd. Sir Austen Chamberlain left us all in his
debt by the publication during his lifetime of Peace in
Our Time, Down the Years, and Politics from Inside, and
upon all these I have drawn freely. In both cases the
biographies of contemporary statesmen have also been
consulted. So far as the career of the present Prime
Minister is concerned, I am indebted to his friends,
and to newspaper reports of his speeches, for much of
the information contained in the following pages.

It is at once a pleasure and a duty to acknowledge
the assistance I have received. To Mrs. Carnegie;,